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Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly 24th May 2021 
Penton Village Hall 7.30pm 

 

Present:        Councillors Clerk / RFO Members of the Public 

Kevin Briant;  
Heather Carrick; 
Rodney Bennett; 
David Atkinson; 
Paul Williams; 
Nicky Booth; 

Nanette Colbourne 9 Members of the Public. 
 

Apologies: Cllr Linda Lashbrook. 

 
The Chairman’s Report: 
I am pleased to welcome and see you here as I believe it is most important on occasions like this 
for those who live in the Village to take the opportunity to hear about what we have been doing 
on your behalf and for you to tell us what you think about and what else we could be doing. 
This is our first face to face meeting for a long time. 
  
We have to follow the current government guild lines so please only sit in groups of 6 of less and 
please stay a minimum of 2 meters apart per group. 
  
2020/21 has been a challenging year and we see some light at the end of the tunnel regarding 
the Covid19 virus being brought under control which, hopefully, will result in PMPC holding our 
usual face to face meetings in the village hall and PRC being able to hold more community events. 
 
We have managed to continue the continuity and support required of a Parish Council by holding 
videoconference meetings and on 2 occasions meeting in a councillor’s garden.  
The Audit Commission has supported this method of minor governance and has now advised that 
as from 6th May meeting must be conducted in place of videoconferencing. 
  
PLANNING 
Since our last APA/AGM which was May 2019, we have had a total of 38 planning applications 
which were as follows: 
Properties/Other 18 
Tree works   14 Trees Felled; 6 Trees trimmed 
We understand the need to attend to trees, however we do ask that if a tree must be felled then 
a replacement tree is considered to be planted.  Each tree lost changes our landscape forever. 
 
We are in constant communication with the agents for the Solar Build, Intelligent Alternatives and 
are advised ahead of any alterations to the authorised planning application.  We remain positive 
that working closely as we are will ensure the best outcome for the parish. 
 
On the face of it, it looks like there are quite a few changes, as the alternative applications come 
through, but the layout remains essentially the same and, critically, there are the same - even 
greater distances from the public rights of way to the panels. 
 
There are fewer buildings shown in amongst the panels on the amendments, which is a benefit.  
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The new access track will also keep vehicles off the ‘rough road’ at the extreme top of Chalkcroft 
Lane entirely, and will avoid the need for the stretch of track between points 'A' and 'B' on the 
layout. This will importantly reduce impacts on the bridleway around the southern field. 
 
There are some changes at the substation area, which are driven by SSE and to keep the flow 
without disruption, but most of the changes are on the woods side, therefore into the corner. 
 
REPORT OF EXCESSIVE NOISE AT HARROWAY / PENTON CORNER 
Cllr Lashbrook was instrumental in assisting a reduction of noise from the Andover Business Park 
earlier in the year. Unfortunately, the excessive noise from the highway and the A303 has yet to 
be addressed. 
We are working to enlist our Borough Councillor to raise this issue for some kind of resolution. 
 
ROADS 
Our Speed Watch campaigns have not been operating during the Lock down which has resulted 
in an increase of irresponsible drivers exceeding the 30MPH through the village.  
As we are now allowed to gather in groups of 6 and of course, maintain a social distance I am 
contacting Hampshire Police to advise that we will be restarting our Speed watch campaigns as 
soon as practically possible. 
You may have noticed that we have 2 further SID’s at regular intervals. We are members of a 
joint parish scheme whereby we benefit from having these devices for a week at a time throughout 
the year. 
 
Potholes and poor road surfaces remain the biggest problem throughout the UK. In our village, 
Foxcotte/Weyhill Bottom Road one rather large pothole appeared on the Foxcotte road section 
which resulted in damage to a car being driven by lady from Weyhill.   
We have raised the issue of this surface area to Hampshire Highways and requested our Borough 
Councillor to promote on our behalf. It is obvious that the whole stretch from within Charlton to 
Weyhill has detreated to the extent that urgent work is required.  
 
Please note that you can report potholes and road issues on the Hampshire County Council 
website and we encourage you to do so.  https://www.gov.uk/report-pothole 
  
LITTER PICK 
My thanks to everyone who signed up to the TVBC litter pick scheme and for helping to keep our 
village tidy.  
  
GRASS CUTTING AT THE POND 
Our regular handy man advised that he can no longer carry out this task.  I am pleased to inform 
you that Alan Ellis has kindly offered to undertake the mowing from the end of this month. 
 
PRECEPT 
Nanette will report in detail. I would just like to mention that the increase from £11,000 in 2019 to 
the £12,000 Precept we now receive has enabled us to build up much needed reserves. We now 
have £5,000 in reserve as recommended by our auditors 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
My thanks go to our Clerk, Nanette, for her hard work and my fellow councillors for their valid 
input. 
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Finally, our thanks to Zilliah Brooks for her work in supporting Penton Mewsey Parish Council 
during her terms as an HCC councillor.  We look forward to working with Cllr. Chris Donnelly in 
the future to provide the support we need in raising our issues  
  
 
 
Financial Report: 
As you will have heard from the Chairman, we were advised by our Auditors to build up reserve 
funds to cover at least our basic costs and the additional financial pressures that are being put 
onto small parish spending which is why we have kept the precept as the same level. We were 
very restrained with our project spending due to lack of funds. I am pleased to report that we now 
have the recommended reserve for our precept of £5,000. therefore, we did not need to increase 
our precept this year, nor do we foresee doing so in the near future. 
 
Funding and grants are available if certain criteria are met and we take advantage where ever we 
can in order to stretch our budget. Again, we made no project spending last year. This coming 
year we are setting aside just over £2,500 for project funding. 
 
Income: 
Comprised of £12k precept.  £1k Councillor grant towards replacing our defibrillator cabinets and 
£3.73 bank interest. 
 
Running Costs 2020 – 21 Financial Year: 
The basic running costs to the parish council was just over £4,000. including laptop and web 
upgrades at £368 
 
We had no expenditure of hall rental and our third mowing contribution for the recreation ground 
has not been included. 
 
We spent £1,935 on village maintenance (this was outside of the Lengthsman scheme money of 
£1k). 
£2,071 went towards maintaining our 3 defibrillators and the 3 new cabinets. 
 
Donations amounted to £800.   
Audit fees were £222. Street lighting and insurance came in at £527. 
Our printing costs were lower due to releasing electronic copies only, this came in at £68. 
Our share payment for the use of temporary speed indicators in addition to our owned units, was 
£237 
 
My salary remains unchanged.   
 
End of Year Figures: 
The total spend last year was £14,820. This year is £9,272.22 
 
Our Bank Statement year at end is: £8,931.53 
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Questions: 
Most questions related to the amendments to the Solar Farm build including concern over the 
additional height of the panels, the use of the access track and general concern that alteration to 
the original planning application are being made that seem to be increasing the output of the build. 
 
Questions relating to the Stopping Up order for the ‘claimed route’ across field 4 were made. 
Clarification was given. 
 
Suggestions were put forward to help resolve the issue of traffic noise at Penton Corner. These 
will be followed up by the council. 
 
The Chairman thanked the members of the public for attending. The meeting closed at 8.45pm 
followed by the PMPC AGM. 
 


